Review

Get in a group of three and work on the following
questions
- Share with your group members any error/difficulty/frustration

you’ve faced when working on the three tutorials required for
Week 2.



Discussions

- Having reviewed the current API rules and recent API changes,
what’s your take on the issue of equality in data protection and
data access?



Why Twitter is unique

- A public and vulnerable platform
- An elite platform

- A weak tie platform

- Instantaneous and authentic



A public and vulnerable platform

“ Pamels Moore

e

‘\’aaama called me Clingey
illary calls me Deplorable

Terrorists call me Infidel

Trump calls me
RERIC AN

You don't even need these polls..

#idebate pic.twitter.com/[Cw3loL4EF
Great shirt! pic.twitter.com/iHgcDmhiaK

Q Tonnossos

FBI DIRECTOR COMEY

RESIGN

NOW

RT if you also think that FBI Director Comey should be
RT if You think that President Trump should put George impeached for blocking the investigation & abetting a
Soros on the FBI Most Wanted list! criminal. pic.twitter.com/TWmpdEKaMT
#MAGA pic.twitter.com/0jKyMnEb72

Donald Trump won! You can read it on Bill Clinton’s face..

In the coming weeks, we
will explore some of the
tweets coming from the
3,841 accounts
associated with IRA
which has conducted an
extensive disinformation
campaigns around the
world.

https://about.twitter.com/
en_us/values/elections-in

tearity.html#data

Internet Research Agency

® Dataset readme
® Account information
® Tweet information (1.24GB)

® Media (296GB, 302 archives)


https://about.twitter.com/en_us/values/elections-integrity.html#data
https://about.twitter.com/en_us/values/elections-integrity.html#data
https://about.twitter.com/en_us/values/elections-integrity.html#data

A public and vulnerable platform
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Evidence from my research project




A public and vulnerable platform

It is not just in the US...

Here's the first evidence Russia used Twitter to influence Brexit

Architects of Networked Disinformation: Behind the Scenes of
Troll Accounts and Fake News Production in the Philippines

Architects
of Networked
Disinformation

Behind the Scenes of Troll Accounts and
Fake News Production in the Philippines
By Jonathan Corpus Ong & Jason Vincent A. Cabafies

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS


https://www.wired.co.uk/article/brexit-russia-influence-twitter-bots-internet-research-agency
http://newtontechfordev.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ARCHITECTS-OF-NETWORKED-DISINFORMATION-FULL-REPORT.pdf
http://newtontechfordev.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ARCHITECTS-OF-NETWORKED-DISINFORMATION-FULL-REPORT.pdf

Nick Sandmann speaks out on viral encounter with Nathan Phillips

An elite platform L ool

What happens on Twitter does not stay on Twitter
Inter-media agenda setting

KENTUCKY TEEN SPEAKS OUT =

g llhan Omar & Follow 2

-The boys were protesting a woman's right to @ Covington Catholic High School

h & velled § Private school in Park Hills, Kentucky + Compare
choose & yelled “it’s not rape if you enjoy it”
-They were taunting 5 Black men before they @ l?énalcf J; Trump (] "
surrounded Phl”]ps and led racist chants S United States v Past 12 months ¥ All categories v Web Search v
-Sandmann’s family hired a right wing PR ’
firm to write his non-apology @ Nick Sandmann and the students of
Jamulnli rewire.news/article/2019/0 ... Covington have become symbols of Fake st overfime &
. Donld . Tump @ ereaenae News and how evil it can be. They have
v e caon. Ty e capeah serion o P ot 1w captivated the attention of the world, and |
it T e know they will use it for the good - maybe

even to bring people together. It started off
unpleasant, but can end in a dream!

4:32 AM - 22 Jan 2019

Q BWECHAMELEONm® v
e 75 Jeryl Bier & v
Replying to @202 @JerylBier

These kids are from Covington Catholic High School. The school Now @IlhanMN has deleted her tweet from last night
encourages Ihis lype of behavior. See Iheir blog post about

913 11:02 AM - Jan 23, 2019 29,879 Retweets 119,988 Likes s @ ° °
abortion protest “March For Lie” D913 71102 M Jan 23,2019 =« QL PR D920

6,285 9:50 AM - Jan 19, 2019

© 635 peaple are talking about this >
© 3,254 people are talking about this >

Amplification by opinion leaders (news anchors, activists, politicians, celebrities, etc.)



A weak tie platform

Strong ties vs. weak ties

Strong ties: close friends, family, someone you interact
frequently

Weak ties: acquaintances, strangers on social media

Weak ties can broaden the sphere of your influence to
reach people of different walks of life. You might also be
less constrained by norms and social pressures when
interacting with weak ties.

Amplification by opinion leaders (news anchors, activists, politicians, celebrities, etc.)



Instantaneous and authentic flows of information

Improvised public opinion (Kwon et al., 2016)



Where does Twitter stand in the 2018 social media landscape

’ Twitter

Linked

2 Billion

Monthly Active Users 1820 88*
30-49 84*
50-64 72%
P o5+ 62%

Network where
millennials and
Gen X are most
likely to share

84 SRR content
80* $20k-$49K
75% $50k-575k
77 S75k+
Gender
30% of retail
shoppers who Female 52%
recently made a
purchase discovered Male 48%
a new product on
Facebook

Devices

spend over
20 minutes
per day on
Facebook

https://www.spredfast.com/social-media-tips/social-media-demographics-current

Users spend an
average of 2.5
seconds with a
piece of content
on desktop

90M

Desktop
users/month
179M
Mobile
= Jmonth
75% of users "o

Users spend an
average of 1.7
seconds with @
piece of content
on mobile

800 Million

Monthly Active Users

53%
of teens say
Instagram is the
best platform to
tell them about
new products

Income ofinternet users who use Instagram’

Gender

ey

users follow

Most Followed Accounts

Ariana Grande

115M

Cristiano Ronaldo

116M

Selena Gomez

130M

36+

of Twitter users use

1829

3049

5064
10% o

Twitter to find coupons,
deals, reviews, and ideas

Kty Perry

106M

Most Followed Accounts’

Justin Bieber

317 Million

Monthly Active Users

INCOME of internet users who use Twitter

Sagesr  23%
20080k 18%
5075k 28
75 30%

~ 82M

4 B

Deskioy
usersimonth

of Twitter users
check the site daily
t0 get their news -

Barack Obama

103M 97TM

106 Million

Monthly Active Users

of B28 social

media leads
come from
Linkedin

Average
minutes
per visit

As of 2017,

there are 13M+

Company Pages
on Linkedin

INCOME ofinternet users who use Linkedin

Devices

500 CEOs

60M

users/month

Most Followed Accounts

Richard Branson

13M

Bill Gares

11M

Arianna Huffington

6.5M

20M
Mobile

Jmonth


https://www.spredfast.com/social-media-tips/social-media-demographics-current

Could YouTube be the next

ground zero for Yo
(dis/mis)information
campaigns?

https://www.spredfast.com/social-media-tips/social-media-demographics-current



https://www.spredfast.com/social-media-tips/social-media-demographics-current

Try it yourself

Use W2_APIL.R and W2_Collect_Twitter_Data_part1(it is on Moodle!)

Since you will be sharing the same credential. In order not to hit the rate limit,
set a small n.

Don’t forget to report and share errors!



SEE ONE,
DO ONE,
Jl  TEACH ONE.
(ONFUSEQ | S

-
<
T



Required tutorials for next week

An interactive tutorial for
COMM 497DB

Libraries/packages
Data frames
Connecting to the Twitter API

Collect tweets by keywords/hashtags

Collect Twitter user timeline

Collect Twitter user info

Bonus: Collect YouTube Data
Make Wordclouds

Predict Ideology (in progress)

What is a R data frame? A R data frame is a two-dimensional table wi

You will learn more about data frames by testing a cool library called rty
collected through API.

Note: As you will learn in the later part of the course, accessing such d:
own account to download the data (the authentification process runs in

In the code below, load the library rtweet and ask it to randomly collect
= 2in the code). The code produces a data frame named t.

Code | & Start Over

1 library(rtweet)
2 t <- stream_tweets("",include_rts = FALSE,timeout = 2)
8y t

Streaming tweets for 2 seconds...

Finished streaming tweets!

opening file input connection.

Found 77 records...



Assignment 1

See Moodle

ASSIGNMENT IS COMING

makeameme .org




